THE    NEED    OF   INDIA'S   SUFFERERS
not only a monument to our vandalism but to our lack of
imagination, our inability to put ourselves in the position of
those in whose country we find ourselves. If we are, as
many say we are, the finest colonists in the world, all one
can say is—What must the other colonizing nations be like ?
I saw the wonderful carvings of Sanchi, the Buddhist
buildings of 2,000 years ago, decorated with bas-reliefs
to which our most accomplished sculptors are only just
beginning to approach in culture and style. I explored
the caves of Ellora, nearly as old, with their really marvel-
lous sculpture surpassed only in their period by that of
the Seven Pagodas near Madras, models of rhythm and
dignity. I bathed in the lake at Ramtek and viewed the
lovely temple where Rama trod on his way from the
Himalayas to Ceylon; I witnessed the starving country-
folk and the crowded hovels of the Hugli; factories where
everything possible was done for the workers, like the
Carnatic Mills at Madras ; and underground dungeons
where little girls make matches for twelve hours a day
at a starvation wage. I was spat at in the streets of
Benares, and to this day bear the expectorant anti-Britisher
no malice. If I had been he, I should have been tempted
to do the same myself. In that same sacred city I saw
the vice, deceitfulness, and degradation of generations of
" holiness " stamped indelibly upon the faces of priests
in a particularly sacred temple; and the simple country-
man with eager devotion bathing in the Ganges to wash
away his sins, far fewer and more venial than those of the
priest who (for a fee) bade him do so.
These and many other things did I witness during
the three months of holiday travel. It was in the extreme
south of the country, only 20 miles from its southernmost
point, Cape Comorin, that I saw the thing which changed
the entire plan of my life, something far more impressive
than the mighty Himalaya, far more compelling than the
call of the mountains. That something was the unrelieved
suffering of India.
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